
Delaware
Statewide Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan

Kendall Sommers
Outdoor Recreation Planner

Delaware State Parks

Delaware State Parks
We’re Saving a Place for You!



Today’s Objectives

1. Review the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan (SCORP)

2. Discuss the public’s demand for outdoor recreation

3. Define the expectations of the Technical Advisory 
Committee

4. Group discussion identifying barriers to active 
recreation in Delaware



What exactly is the SCORP?

• Identifies public recreation use 
patterns and preferences as well as 
the public’s landscape perception.

• Analyzes the supply and demand of 
outdoor recreation throughout the 
state

• Directs future recreational 
investments

• Updated every 5 years to fulfill 
eligibility requirements for:

-Land & Water Conservation Fund 
-Delaware Trust Fund 



Land and Water Conservation Fund
• Established by Act of Congress in 1964

• Provide assistance to federal, state, and local 
governments for the acquisition of land and water

• Emphasis on outdoor recreation and the 
protection of national natural treasures

• Source of income for the fund 
from offshore oil and gas drilling.

• Funds are appropriate by 
congress; Delaware has received 
between 0 and 3.2 million

• Total of 184 projects; $33.1 
million in assistance
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Delaware Land & Water 
Conservation Trust Fund

• Established 1986, Managed by DNREC Division of Parks 
and Recreation

• Grant assistance for municipalities, counties, local park 
districts

• Funding source for park & greenway  conservation, 
outdoor recreation facilities and trail development

• Assistance granted to 252 projects for a total 
of $18.1 million in project assistance

• Sponsor must agree to dedicate projects to 
public outdoor recreation use in perpetuity



Region 1- Northern New Castle County

Region 2- Southern New Castle County

Region 3- Kent County

Region 4- Western Sussex County

Region 5- Eastern Sussex County

SCORP Planning Regions





SCORP information

Demographics- Where are the people?

Supply- What facilities already exist?

Demand- How do we know what facilities are needed?

Distribution- Are the facilities in the same areas as the people?
Where should new facilities be placed?

Access/ Built Environment-
How do residents know about and get to these 

facilities?  
What barriers prevent residents from using 

these facilities?



Demographics- Supply- Demand- Distribution- Access/Built Environment

2010 Delaware Population 897,934 (14.6%)

New Castle County
538,479 (7.6%)

Kent County
162,310 (28.1%)

Sussex County
197,145 (25.9%)
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Data for Delaware show that the five most populous incorporated places and their 2010 Census counts are Wilmington, 70,851; Dover, 36,047; Newark, 31,454; Middletown, 18,871; and Smyrna, 10,023. Wilmington decreased by 2.5 percent since the 2000 Census. Dover grew by 12.2 percent, Newark grew by 10.2 percent, Middletown grew by 206.3 percent, and Smyrna grew by 76.5 percent.
The largest county is New Castle, with a population of 538,479. Its population grew by 7.6 percent since 2000. The state's other counties are Sussex, with a population of 197,145 (increase of 25.9 percent); and Kent, 162,310 (increase of 28.1 percent). 
The redistricting file consists of five detailed tables: the first shows the population by race, including six single race groups and 57 multiple race groups (63 total race categories); the second shows the Hispanic or Latino population as well as the non-Hispanic or Latino population cross-tabulated by the 63 race categories. These tabulations are repeated in the third and fourth tables for the population 18 years and over and are for the resident population of the United States. The fifth table provides counts of housing units and their occupancy status. 




Wilmington
70,851 (↓ 2.5%)

Dover
36,047 (12.2%)

Newark
31,454 (10.2%)

Middletown
18,871(206.3%)

Smyrna
10,023 (76.5%)
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Largest municipalities by population



Demographics- Supply- Demand- Distribution- Access/Built Environment

68.9%

21.4%

6.0%

3.2%

0.5%

White

Black/
African American

Other

Asian

American Indian/
Alaska Native

US Census Form
Q9- What is person #1’s race?

8.2%

91.8%

Hisipanic or Latino

Non Hispanic or 
Latino

US Census Form
Q8- Is Person #1 of Hispanic, 
Latino or Spanish origin?

96.4% since 2000



Demographics- Supply- Demand- Distribution- Access/Built Environment

2010 Strategies for State Policies and Spending
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On April 1, 2011, Markell signed Executive Order #26, approving an update of the Strategies for State Policies and Spending originally approved in 1999 and updated in 2004.

Purpose is to coordinate land use decision making with the provision of infrastructure and services in a manner that makes the best use of our natural and fiscal resources.

Levels 1 and 2 identify areas of the state that are most prepared for growth and where the state can make the most cot effective infrastructure investment.  Level 3 areas reflect areas where growth is anticipated by local, county and state plans in the longer term, or areas that may have environmental or other constraints to dvelopment.  The state will make investments that will support growth in these areas.

In Level 4, the state will make investments that will help preserve a rural character, such as investments to promote open space and agriculture.



Statewide – approximately 169,397 acres of Public Parks, 
Recreation Areas, and Protected Open Space

Demographics- Supply- Demand- Distribution- Access/Built Environment

Public Boat Ramps- 192 acres

Active Recreation Sites (athletic complexes, golf 
courses, bmx facility)- 720 acres

Historic Sites- 988 acres

State Forest Lands- 18,156 acres

Parks/ Natural Areas/ Nature Preserves- 52,882 acres

Open Space- 10,181 acres

Wildlife Lands- 84,059 acres
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Public Recreation Use Patterns and Preferences

• Local Recreation Officials- 6 municipal and 2 county park 
departments

• Public Opinion Phone Survey- Intensive telephone survey of 
Delaware residents

Demographics- Supply- Demand- Distribution-Access/Built Environment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2,179 respondants
Conducted May/June 2011
Anticipate more that 2,000 completed surveys
Statewide results and Oversampling within the municipalities
Statistically defensible survey 
Questions will allow us to look at 9 year recreational trends (statewide/regionally)




Public Opinion Telephone Survey

Importance of and Participation in Outdoor Recreation

Inclusive of all outdoor recreation activities statewide 

Environmental/Land Use Attitudes

Priorities for Funding and for State and Local Policymakers

Ratings of Facilities and Opinions on Specific Aspects of Facilities

Reasons for Participating in Outdoor Recreation and for Choosing 
Specific Areas

Accessing facilities

Outdoor Recreational Locations Visited Most Frequently

Types of Questions:
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Spatial and tabular data set of protected land 
and public parks

Initially developed in 1993 and continually  
updated

Intensive assessment of all publicly accessible 
lands and recreation amenities- 2011

Delaware’s Outdoor Recreation Inventory 
ORI

Demographics- Supply- Demand- Distribution-Access/Built Environment
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Spatial and tabular data set that contains the most complete list of protected land and public parks managed by federal, state, county and municipal governments and school districts




Region 1 Region 2 Region 3 Region 4 Region 5 Statewide

Protected Land (acres) 15,172 28,165 52,498 23,597 43,725 163,157

Hiking Trails (miles) 170.8 120 53.3 90.7 105.9 540.7
Ball Fields 274 30 67 51 45 467

Football Fields 32 8 13 7 10 70
Soccer Fields 63 7 30 9 12 121

Tracks 23 4 9 4 7 47
Tennis Courts 206 31 53 21 30 341

Basketball Courts 185 15 32 12 13 257
Volleyball Courts 55 12 15 13 21 116
Horseshoe Pits 36 34 31 10 2 113

Multi-purpose Fields 129 32 50 16 18 245
Playgrounds 282 25 58 22 31 418

Tot Lots 103 10 19 8 16 156
Picnic Pavilions 57 19 20 15 26 137

Tabular Data
Inventories specific amenities located within parks and/or recreation areas
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Spatial Data
GIS layer that represents the physical location and size of each 

park and/or recreation areas
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2,553 people live within ¼ mile of an 
access point to the James Hall Trail

James Hall Trail
City of Newark
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Spatial Analysis using Location Allocation

Demographics- Supply- Demand- Distribution-Access/Built Environment

GIS- Network Analyst Extension
Location Allocation tool

Identify different parameters to 
identify recreational ‘Hot 
Spots’
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Tool in the Network Analyst extension
Examine different parameters to look at ‘hot spots’ for recreation.



How to get ORI information to the public.

Convert ORI 
coverage to be 
viewed using Google 
Earth™

File can be 
downloaded from the 
web and opened on a 
personal computer
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Easy to locate 
nearby parks and 
recreation 
facilities

Clicking on park 
will show what 
amenities are at 
that location
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Google Earth ORI demonstration



For more information on the Statewide Outdoor Recreation Plan
Visit: www.dnrec.delaware.gov/parks

Contact:
Kendall Sommers

Delaware State Parks
302-739-9235

Kendall.Sommers@state.de.us

SCORP as a planning tool
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