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The Estimated Annual Value of the Wilmington
Park and Recreation System

Summary
Revenue-Producing Factors for City Government

Revenue from property tax, due to increased property value $1,080,000

Revenue from transfer tax, due to increased property value $154,000

Revenue from sales tax, due to park-related tourism $129,000

Estimated Total, Municipal Revenue-Producing Factors $1,363,000

Wealth-Increasing Factors to Citizens

Property value from park proximity, at time of sale $10,256,000

Profits from tourism $715,000

Estimated Total, Wealth-Increasing Factors $10,971,000

Cost-Saving Factors to Citizens

Direct use value $41,805,000

Health value $4,322,000

Community cohesion value $1,058,000

Estimated Total, Citizen Cost-Saving Factors $47,185,000

Cost-Saving Factors for City Government

Stormwater management value $409,000

Air pollution mitigation value $39,000

Estimated Total, Municipal Cost-Saving Factors $448,000

Source: Center for City Park Excellence, The Trust for Public Land, 2009.

For more information or to download a copy of the full report visit:
   www.dehort.org/whatwedo/parks_forum.php
   www.wilmingtonde.gov/cityparks
   www.tpl.org/WilmingtonParksValue

This report was commissioned by the Delaware Center for Horticulture. Funding and other 
assistance with the research was provided by: Division of Parks and Recreation, Delaware 

DNREC; Nemours Health and Prevention Services; Rotary Club of Wilmington; and the City of 
Wilmington/Parks and Recreation Department and Wilmington Beautification Commission.

1810 North DuPont Street | Wilmington, DE 19806 | Phone: 302-658-6262  | dehort.org
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