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       Ask most people around here and 

they will tell you that Delaware dodged a 

bullet with Hurricane Sandy, when 

making comparisons to what happened 

in New Jersey and New York.   However, 

some areas in Delaware were very much 

affected by the storm. 

 

     On October 29, 2012, Hurricane 

Sandy past westward over Delaware 

after making landfall in southern New 

Jersey.  Tide gages showed record tidal 

high water levels on the Delaware River, 

Christina River, in Delaware City,  at the 

Indian River Inlet, on the Rehoboth Bay 

in Dewey Beach, on Jefferson Creek at 

South Bethany , in the Little Assawoman 

Bay and in the Nanticoke River.   

Rehoboth Beach and Indian River Inlet 

received over 10 inches of rain.   

 

     Portions of the former Route 1, just 

north of the Indian River Inlet Bridge, 

were undermined due to beach erosion, 

causing it to break apart and collapse. 

Up to five feet of sand was deposited on 

the current Route 1 and it took crews 

about a week to clear it.   In order to 

recover from the sand losses at the Inlet, 

the Shorel ine and Waterway 

Management Section got the Sand 

Bypass Plant up and working very quickly 

and almost immediately started pumping 

sand from the south side of the Inlet to 

the north. 

 

     Roads such as Prime Hook Beach 

Road were flooded and suffered 

damage keeping residents away from 

their homes after evacuation.  Many 

homesõ ground level floors on the 

marsh side of Prime Hook Beach were 

inundated with water and mud.   

 

     In Broadkill Beach, a few houses 

had structural damage to decks and 

enclosures below their first living floors.   

 

     So despite the general feeling that 

the òsuper stormó just missed our 

Delaware, there were some unfortunate 

incidents related to this hurricane. 
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Hurricane Sandy (cont.) 

     In Big Stone Beach, a dwelling that was condemned after the Motherõs Day Storm in May of 2008, had finally met its fate.  

During Hurricane Sandy the house disappeared and was found in pieces mostly located in an overwash sand deposit about a 

half mile south of the houseõs original location.  It is possible that the pilings were no longer embedded to a sufficient depth 

in the sand, because when the house went missing, the only trace of it left on the lot was about a square foot of plastic lat-

tice.  

     Below are photographs of the house where it originally stood and where it ended up after the storm. 

During Hurricane Sandy the 

house disappeared and was 

found in pieces mostly 

located in an overwash fan 

about a half mile south of the 

houseõs original location.   

 

 


