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When you own oceanfront property, you just never know who 
will show up! 

     A large female Fin 
Whale washed ashore 
north of Fenwick Island on 
March 20, 2010.  It is sus-
pected that the whale had 
died approximately a week 
before it was beached 
possibly from a collision 
with a ship.  The carcass 
appeared to have damage 
to its skull.  The whale was 
61 feet long and is esti-
mated to have weighed 
about 50 tons. She was so 
heavy that it took three 
bulldozers to move her out 
of the surf zone and made 
it impossible to move on 
the dry beach.    Therefore 
she was buried right where 
Marine Education Re-
search & Rehabilitation Institute, Inc. (MERR, Inc.)  performed the necropsy.   

     This Fin Whale is the largest whale on record to wash up on Delaware’s shoreline.  Fin Whales are 
referred to as the “greyhounds of the sea” because they swim at speeds of up to 23 mph.  This is quite 
quick for a mammal of such size.   

 

     MERR, Inc. is  a 
non-profit organization 
that tends to stranded 
animals alive or dead.  
They examine the 
carcasses to try to 
determine the cause 
of death of marine 
mammals or sea tur-
tles.   The Shoreline 
and Waterway Man-
agement Section as-
sists MERR, Inc. by 
lending equipment 
and operators for 
moving and burying 
animals of such mag-
nitude.  It took the 
crew almost a week to 
lay the large mammal 
to rest. 

The latest  
scoop: 

 

 

 

• The Beach Crew has recently 
completed a truck haul beach 
fill project in Kitts Hummock 
Beach and in Cape Shores.  
The communities have 
planted beach grass in the 
newly deposited sand to help 
stabilize the new dunes.  

• Many dune crossovers were 
damaged in last year’s 
storms.  Before making re-
pairs, be sure to contact the 
Shoreline and Waterway 
Management Section to ob-
tain approval as required by 
the Regulations. For more 
information, please call (302) 
739-9921. 

Upcoming Events: 

Coastal Cleanup 
September 26, 2010 
9 AM—Noon 
For more information call 
302-739-9902 
 
 

Photographs courtesy of Jason Corns 
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Whale (cont.) 
Left: This picture was taken on March 19, 2010 while the whale 
was still drifting in the water.  It was a few hundred feet offshore 

at the time when the photograph was taken. 

Right: In this close-up shot, the whale’s eye, baleen 
plates (what they have in lieu of teeth) and jaw 
bone are visible.  Typically the head is removed 

from the body and taken back to a laboratory for 
further investigation.  However, the head of this 
whale was so heavy that a crane could only lift it 

about a foot off of the ground.  Therefore, the head 
was buried with the body on the beach. 

Below:  The whale burial site soon after completion.  After being 
buried there is no evidence of the whale at all (Not even its 

scent.)  , with the exception of the temporary fence.  Fenwick 
Towers Condominiums are in the background. 

Above: The whale lying in its grave in Fenwick Island  
State Park just before being fully buried. 

Management Plan for the Delaware Bay Beaches 
     A Management Plan for the Delaware Bay 
Beaches was completed and presented to the De-
partment of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Control’s (DNREC’s) Secretary Colin O’Mara and 
members from the Delaware Bay Beach communi-
ties on April 19, 2010.  The plan lists out three 
scenarios for mitigating erosion along seven 
beaches along the Delaware Bay: A Strategic Fill 

Placement plan, a 5-year level of Protection plan 
and a 10-year level of Protect plan.  The completion 
of this study is the first step towards  managing 
sediments on the Delaware Bay beaches.  The en-
tire Final Report and Executive Summary can be 
fo und  on  the  DNR EC webs i t e  a t 
www.swc.dnrec.delaware.gov. 
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Time to Restore and Recover from Storm Damage to Dunes 

     On March 20, 2010 over 1,100 volunteers joined DNREC in the 

21st Annual Beach Grass Planting event.  Over 6 miles of coastline 

were planted with 300,000 two-stem planting units of Cape American 

Beach Grass from Bowers Beach to Fenwick Island.  Unlike most 

years, this year’s planting occurred on a beautiful sunny and warm 

first day of spring!  Volunteers were delighted to come to Delaware’s 

Beaches for the day and some even dipped their toes in the water. 

 

Photograph courtesy of Dr. Dennis H. Bartow 



For Your Reference: 
 

Beach Preservation Act 
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title7/c068/index.shtml 

Regulations Governing Beach Pro-
tection and the Use of Beaches  

http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/bechregs.htm 
Link to Applications for Coastal 

Construction  
Scroll to the bottom of the page for list of  

applications 

http://www.swc.dnrec.delaware.gov/services/Pages/
PermitsLicensesApprovals.aspx 

 

FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program 
http://www.fema.gov/about/programs/nfip/

index.shtm 

 

If you have any questions regarding the informa-
tion found in this publication, please contact 

Jennifer Wheatley at (302) 739-9921 or  

Jennifer.Wheatley@state.de.us 

Shoreline and Waterway  
  Management Section 

89 Kings Highway 
Dover, DE 19901 
(302) 739-9921 
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