
DNREC, Shoreline and Waterway Management Section 

 
 

Summer 2009 

Volume 3, Issue 3 

Dewey Beach and Bethany Beach Storm Damage 
Reduction Project: 1st Reconstruction Phase Complete 

     The purpose of the replenish-
ment of sand along Dewey Beach 
and Bethany Beach that occurred 
this past Spring and early Summer 
was to rebuild the level of shoreline 
protection along the oceanfront in 
these communities.   

     Similar to the initial beach nour-
ishment projects, the US Army 
Corps of Engineers managed the 
project construction and paid a 
cost share of 65%.  Delaware’s 
Department of Natural Resources 
and Environmental  Control 
(DNREC) supplied the remaining 
35%.  Weeks Marine, Inc of Coving-
ton, Louisiana was once again re-
warded the bid as the primary con-
tractor on the project.  

      

The latest  
scoop: 

 

• Sand is being added to the 
beach in Bowers Beach 
through a truck haul pro-
ject. The project started in 
June 2009 and will be 
completed in July 2009 

• Now that nourishment is 
complete in Dewey and 
Bethany, sand fence has 
been installed at the sea-
ward toes of the dunes to 
keep pedestrian traffic out 
of the dunes. 

• Due to budget issues and 
the hiring freeze, many of 
the Shoreline and Water-
way Management employ-
ees have been cross-
training and doing other 
duties as required. You 
may see dredge crew fenc-
ing the  dunes or scientists 
doing survey work.  

Upcoming Events: 

International Coastal Cleanup 
September 19, 2009 
9 AM—Noon 
For more information call 
302-739-9902 
 
Coast Day 
University of Delaware, Lewes DE 
October 4, 2009 
11 AM—5 PM 
For more information call 
302-645-4346 

The RN Weeks dredge off the coast of Bethany Beach 

Sand exiting the pipes through a cage that filters out larger 
objects that may have gotten by the screen on the other end 
at Read Avenue in Dewey Beach. 



 Page 2 

Dewey Beach and Bethany Beach Storm Damage Reduction Project: 
1st Reconstruction Phase Complete (cont.) 

       In Bethany Beach approximately 200,000 cu-
bic yards of sand were needed to replace the 
amount of sand that was lost during the Mother’s 
Day Storm in May of 2008.  This cost about 2.25 
million dollars and also created nearly 150 feet of 
beach width. 

     To ensure public safety 1,000 foot 
sections of beach were closed off 
while construction was occurring.  
Although this inconvenienced some 
beach goers, construction moved 
quickly and beaches were soon re-
opened with a lot more space.  The 
residents of Delaware’s oceanfront 
beaches should now feel better pro-
tected against any coastal storms that 
may happen in the near future. 

     In Dewey Beach approximately 300,000 cu-
bic yards of sand were placed on the beach from 
Palmer Avenue to Saulsbury Street creating a 
beach that is about 150 feet wide.  This phase 
of periodic renourishment cost about 6 million 
dollars. 

Dagsworthy Street, Dewey Beach 

Looking South in Dewey Beach 

Looking South from Fourth Street in Bethany  Beach 
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North Bowers Beach Jetty Rehabilitation 

     Efforts have been made in an 
attempt to trap more sand on 
Bowers Beach in Kent County.  
Eighteen grout filled bags were 
added to increase the height of 
the existing jetty that lies on the 
north side of the Murderkill River, 
where it empties into the Dela-
ware Bay.  Thirty additional bags 
(saddlebags) were also placed 
across the jetty to fill voids  where 
sand could possibly pass through 
into the river.  The bags forming 
the jetty are 156 inches long and 
60 inches wide, made of nylon 
and filled with 3 cubic yards of 
concrete each.  The saddlebags 
are 72 inches long and 24 inches 
wide and hold approximately .45 
cubic yards of concrete.  DNREC 
Shoreline and Waterway Mange-
ment’s Beach Crew put the bags 
in place.  Atlantic Concrete sup-
plied the concrete and the grout 
pump.  The project cost $21,500 
in materials. 

February 2009 

June 2009 

The jetty was originally 
constructed in 1987.  It was 

then extended in 1995, but the 
extension was not completed 

until now.  The purpose of the 
Jetty is to trap sand to build 
North Bowers Beach and to 

keep the Murderkill River from 
filling with sand, making it 

more navigable.   



For Your Reference: 
 

Beach Preservation Act 
http://www.delcode.state.de.us/title7/c068/

index.htm 

Regulations Governing Beach Pro-
tection and the Use of Beaches  

http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/bechregs.htm 
Link to Applications for Coastal 

Construction  
Scroll to the bottom of the page for list of appli-

cations 

http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/dnrec2000/
Divisions/Soil/ShorelineCons/Shoreline.htm 

FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program 
http://www.fema.gov/about/programs/nfip/

index.shtm 

 

If you have any questions regarding the informa-
tion found in this publication, please contact 

Jennifer Wheatley at (302) 739-9921 or  

Jennifer.Wheatley@state.de.us 

Shoreline and Waterway  
  Management Section 

89 Kings Highway 
Dover, DE 19901 
(302) 739-9921 

Document No. 40-07-01/09/07/01 

www.dnrec.delaware.gov 
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