The latest
scoop:

—

The Current Building Line
Maps are now available on-
line at
www.dnrec.delaware.gov .
These are not new maps, but
are the ones that are cur-
rently used for regulatory
purposes. We finally have
them electronically!

Our beach crew has cleaned
up most of the debris from
the November storm and
have now started rebuilding
the dunes. By the Spring you
can expect to see most the
dunes restored as best as
possible.

Sections of beach have be-
come available to adopt
through DNREC’s Adopt-A-
Beach program. If you are
interested in adopting a
beach please call Jennifer
Wheatley for more informa-
tion at 302-739-9921.

Upcoming Events:

Beach Grass Planting
March 20, 2010

9 AM—Noon

For more information call
302-739-9921
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FRIDAY THE 13TH-THE NOVEMBER NORTHEASTER

Actually, the Northeaster that

remnants of Tropical Storm Ida,
that made landfall on November
10, 2009 in Dauphin Island, Ala-
bama, travelled across the pan-
handle of Florida, through Georgia
and reached the Atlantic Ocean
off the coast of the Carolinas.
From there it collided with an area
of high pressure to form a North-
easter, that moved up the Atlantic
coast and started ravishing Dela-
ware’s coastline on Wednesday,
November 11, 2009 and did not
stop until after Friday the 13th.
Not only did Delaware experience
quite a bit of beach erosion, but

Route 1 North of the Indian River Inlet

Indian River Inlet were covered by water and
sand, requiring DelDOT and DNREC bulldozers
to clear them and rebuild the dunes on the
east side of the highway. The recently con-
structed dunes in Bethany and South Bethany
were breached causing low lying areas behind
the dunes to fill with water. Dunes in Fenwick
Island, North Bethany, Dewey and Rehoboth
were scarped. Areas in Bethany, Lewes and
Dewey Beach flooded.

Dewey Beach

ocean waters and Delaware Bay wa-
ters also broke through the dunes in
some areas. Fortunately, little to no
structural damage occurred to homes
and infrastructure, which can probably
be directly related to the beach nour-
ishment projects that have been con-
ducted on many of Delaware’s ocean
beaches over the past 6 years.

Portions of Route 1 north of the
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FRIDAY TUE 12TH-THE NOVEMPER NORTHEASTER (CONT.)

Looking south towards the Indian River Inlet bridge
the photograph to the left shows a pick up truck driv-
ing on the wrong side of the road, because the other
side is completely overwashed with sand. Bulldozers

from DNREC and DelDOT are working to clear the road
of sand and rebuild the dune that was knocked down
by storm waves.

11 @d 2008

The area behind the dune in South Bethany filled with water
after ocean waters breached the south end of town. Waters
behind the dune reached almost four feet making it look like

there was a canal between Ocean Drive and the dune.

Streets on the west side of Route 1 in Dewey Beach
flooded from the Inland Bays.

The photograph to the right, taken about a week after the
storm, is evident of how much dune was eroded by the
storm. The boardwalk-like structure that extends into the
water is a handicap dune crossover located at Ocean View
Parkway in Bethany Beach. Prior to the storm, the sand was

level with the bottom of the crossover.




line that their properties are located in a precarious area. Dela-
ware’s coast was viciously attacked by three northeasters this
fall. One in September, one in October and one in November.
It seems that most people along the coast understand that the
dunes are the first line of defense during a coastal storm and
that they should be protected and respected. However, even
when you have a healthy strong dune protecting your property,
depending on the severity and duration of the storm, the dune
only buys time during a major coastal weather event. If the
beach and dunes do not have time to recover between storm
events, buildings could then be less protected despite the fact
that they may have been properly placed behind a dune when
they were constructed. Having three storms in a row, leaves us
feeling a bit vulnerable and wanting to do what we can as

line and Waterway Management
Section of the Department of Natu-
ral Resources and Environmental
Control (DNREC) requires all con-
struction to be located landward of
the DNREC Building Line, when it
can. Itis our job to protect the
dune and the beaches as natural

Line to reference the landward toe

should not be disturbed. In doing
so, we are also protecting you, the

Understanding What A Few Feet Can Do

Recent storms are a reminder for folks along the shore-

property owners and as state officials to protect homes and

infrastructure.

As enforcers of the Regulations Governing Beach Protection

and the Use of Beaches, the Shore-

resources. We use the Building

of the primary dune, an area that

Page 3

The picture above shows two adjacent Delaware bayfront lots. The south-
ern property owner opted not to construct up to the Building Line, but to
stay 20-30 feet behind it. The property owner to the north decided to

make use of the space closer to the Building Line

community, from coastal
storm damage. By follow-
ing the rules you are pro-
tecting your property, but
what if that was not
enough? Even though you
have the ability to go as
close to the building line as
you can, you may want to
think about giving yourself
a little more space be-
tween your home and the
dune that protects it. By
giving yourself a few more
| feet, you could be saving

Mﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ %'W e

your property from dam-
age. There is evidence

that supports that sea level is rising. High tide, could be higher in
years to come and you may not notice it during periods of normal
wave activity. It could be that next whammy of a storm when you real-
ize just how much closer your home is to the ocean or the bay.

As protectors of the beach and dunes, DNREC tends to appreciate
them just as much as you do. We understand the calming effect the
sights and sounds of the water can have on a person. We understand
your feelings of the need to be as close to it as allowed. We are just
starting to think ahead.

(continued on page 4)




Understanding What A Few

Feet Can Do (cont.)

Although the Building Line has proven to be
protective, it is a line that was based on elevation
data that is 30 years old. The coastline has cer-
tainly changed since then. In some areas, proper-
ties may be better protected, but in most cases
they are less protected by the beach and dunes
due to erosion over time. With budget cuts and
financial crisis, there is a possibility that we will
not be able to continue maintaining these
beaches as we have. So just start to consider
these things when you start thinking about reno-
vating, remodeling, rebuilding or building new
along Delaware’s coast. Staying a few feet back,
does not cost anything. The price for repairing
storm damage could be costly.

View of the ocean from Gordon’s Pond in Cape Henlopen State Park

For Your Reference:

Beach Preservation Act
http://www.delcode.state.de.us/title7/c068/

Shoreline and Waterway
Management Section

89 Kings Highway index.ntm
Dover, DE 19901 Regulations Governing Beach Pro-
(302) 739-9921 tection and the Use of Beaches

http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/bechregs.htm

Link to Applications for Coastal
Construction

Scroll to the bottom of the page for list of appli-
cations

http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/dnrec2000/
Divisions/Soil/ShorelineCons/Shoreline.htm

FEMA'’s National Flood Insurance Program

http://www.fema.gov/about/programs/nfip/
index.shtm

If you have any questions regarding the informa-
tion found in this publication, please contact
Jennifer Wheatley at (302) 739-9921 or

Jennifer. Wheatley@state.de.us

Document No. 40-07-01/10/01/02

www.dnrec.delaware.gov
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