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The 
latest  
scoop: 

 

As of 
J u n e 
22nd, Jennifer Luoma Wheatley 
will have been with the Shore-
line and Waterway Manage-
ment Section for 10 years. 
Happy 10th Anniversary, Jenni-
fer! 

Summer 2008 

Volume 2, Issue 3 

Upcoming Events: 
 
International Coastal Cleanup 
September 20, 2008 
9 am to Noon 
 
Coastal Construction  Course  
Emergency Management Institute 
Emmitsburg, MD 
July 7-10 
For information call: 
(301) 447-1000      

Attention  Community Do-
gooders: 

Sections of beach in  Dewey  
Beach and Cape Henlopen 
need to be adopted.  Do you 
know of a group who would like 
to adopt a section of beach?  

If so, contact Jennifer Wheatley 
at (302) 739-9921 or  
Jennifer.wheatley@state.de.us. 
 

Northeaster  hits Delaware Coast on May 12, 2008 

     Residents of Kitts Hummock Beach and Pickering Beach woke up in the wee hours of the 
morning on Monday May 12, 2008, to find their homes surrounded by water.  In the midst of 
a sudden northeaster, firefighters and other emergency personnel  had to move through 
chest high waters to go door to door evacuating residents, taking them by boat to drier areas 
so they could be transported to shelters.   

     Waters broke through or overtopped the dune along the Delaware Bay beaches dousing 
vehicles, boats, and stored materials with saltwater and trapping them in sand.  Along the 
Atlantic Ocean coast, the dunes despite getting severely scarped in some areas, held the 
storm waters back and saved the ocean coastal communities from damage.   

      Most of the flooding was caused by rising waters from the marshes that border the west-
ern side of the coastal communities. Winds peaked at 68 miles per hour recorded in Lewes 
Beach. The Murderkill River reached a flood level of 8.5 feet  above mean lower low water 
(MLLW), setting a new record.  The highest the Murderkill River reached in the past was 8.1 
feet above MLLW on February 5, 1998.  Many Delaware Bay beach residents compared this 
storm to the Ash Wednesday Storm of 1962. 
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     A northeaster this late in the season took many by sur-
prise.  It was formed by two systems of low pressure that 
met right off the coast of Delaware and New Jersey.  A low 
pressure system was centered over the Illinois/Indiana 
border early on the morning of May 11th and was moving 
towards the east. A secondary low began to form over 
eastern North Carolina during the late afternoon on the 
11th and eventually absorbed the other low pressure be-
coming the dominant low. This low pressure system began 
its movement up the Mid-Atlantic coastline late on the 
11th into the 12th. Early on the morning of the 12th the 
low was centered over southern Delmarva with yet another 
low forming offshore. 

      With the two low pressure systems in close proximity, a 
strong northeast wind developed and persisted through 
the evening of the 12th. The prolonged northeast flow 
combined with higher than normal tides caused tidal flood-
ing in New Jersey and Delaware. There was limited mois-
ture inland from the center  of the system but an abun-
dance of moisture was ushered into southern Delaware 

and Eastern Maryland. By Monday evening the coastal 
low began moving towards the southeast away from the 
region, bringing an end to the gusty winds and tidal prob-
lems. 
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Is  Your Community  Resilient to Coastal Hazards? 
     Delaware coastal communities are vul-
nerable to increasing risks from natural 
coastal hazards such as severe storms, 
flooding and inundation of low-lying areas, 
shoreline erosion and sea-level rise.   In 
order to be better prepared for the next 
possible natural disaster, communities 
should examine  just how resilient they 
might be to insure that damage to property 
and loss of life is minimized or prevented.  

     What is community resiliency?  Resil-
iency is defined as  the capacity of human 
and natural systems to adapt, adjust to, 
and recover from misfortune or change.  
Resiliency is a community or region’s capa-
bility to prepare for, respond to, and recover 
from significant hazards.  This should be 
done with minimum disruption, high regard 
to public safety and health, minimum dam-
age to property, and limited cost to the tax-
payer.  A resilient community will bounce 
back - it will bend, but not break, when a 
disaster strikes.     

     Resilient communities are those that 
take deliberate action to reduce risk from coastal hazards with the goal of avoiding disaster and accelerating recovery from a 
disaster.  Hazard management for coastal populations can include preparedness, mitigation, response and recovery. Prepar-
edness and mitigation are any actions that reduce harm from coastal hazards. Response and recovery are how a community 
confronts the hazard during and after the event. 

     Ideally, a resilient coastal community is designed to continue functioning when exposed to the forces of rising water, high 
waves and winds.  Development is guided away from areas of known hazards - buildings are constructed to codes designed 
for specific hazard threats; natural areas are preserved for storm buffering; governments and other agencies have up-to-date 
information on hazards 
that is shared through 
effective communication 
networks.  

     How does a community 
become more resilient?  
The concept of resiliency 
should be incorporated 
into community develop-
ment plans, with a focus 
on identification of haz-
ards, as well as education, 
awareness and reduction 
of risks.  Understanding 
and assessing risk is fun-
damental to enhancing 
the resiliency of coastal 
communities. A resilient 
community minimizes or 
avoids all threat from dis-
asters by reducing a com-
munity’s hazard risk and 
vulnerability.  



For Your Reference: 
 

Beach Preservation Act 
http://www.delcode.state.de.us/title7/c068/

index.htm 

Regulations Governing Beach Pro-
tection and the Use of Beaches  

http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/bechregs.htm 
Link to Applications for Coastal 

Construction  
Scroll to the bottom of the page for list of appli-

cations 

http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/dnrec2000/
Divisions/Soil/ShorelineCons/Shoreline.htm 

FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program 
http://www.fema.gov/about/programs/nfip/

index.shtm 

 

If you have any questions regarding the informa-
tion found in this publication, please contact 

Jennifer Wheatley at (302) 739-9921 or  

Jennifer.Wheatley@state.de.us 
 

Shoreline and Waterway  
  Management Section 

89 Kings Highway 
Dover, DE 19901 
(302) 739-9921 

Document No. 40-07-01/08/06/01   

www.dnrec.delaware.gov 
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    As of February 23, 2008, before heading home to 
Louisiana or to the next job, the two dredges, the R. 
N. Weeks and the B. E.  Lindholm unloaded sand 
onto the Bethany and South Bethany beaches 1,639 
times which is approximately 3.8 million cubic yards 

of sand.  
Some of that 
sand was 
used to build 
dunes in 
both towns, 
creating a 
large  protec-
tive barrier between the Atlantic ocean and the towns’ homes 
and businesses.  This barrier proved its worth during the 
coastal storm on May 12, 2008. Although the dune was 
scarped and needed to be repaired, no damage was caused to  
homes, businesses or the boardwalk. The dunes have been 
planted. The dunes have been pushed back to mimic their pre-storm profile and  sand fence 
will be re-installed to protect the dune vegetation from this summer’s pedestrian traffic and 
beach goers.  Come this time next year, the beaches probably will not even appear to have 
been built by mechanical means, but will look like they have always naturally existed. 

“Beach 
Replenishment is one 

of the most 
important things 

that has happened in 
this town.” 

-Gary Jayne, Mayor 
of South Bethany 

Bethany Beach/South Bethany Storm Damage Reduction Project Complete 
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