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Recommended Plant Species for the Establishment, Expansion, or Enhancement of Buffers 
within the Inland Bays Watershed of Sussex Co., Delaware. 

 
 

The following list contains vascular plant species (broad-leaf herbs, grasses, sedges, 
deciduous and evergreen trees and shrubs) that are native to the State of Delaware and are 
appropriate for use in the Inland Bays watershed of Sussex County. They are recommended for 
the establishment, expansion, or enhancement of buffers to brackish, salt, and fresh water tidal 
and non-tidal wetlands. Species should be selected from this list on a site-by-site basis according 
to the best professional judgment of a qualified professional. Using native plants that are 
indigenous to the State of Delaware is important when selecting species to be used in buffer 
planting projects. Native plants are adapted to the local environment and will have a much better 
chance of becoming established, require less maintenance, be more successful in serving as a 
buffer, and will provide more suitable habitat for native animal species. 

 
This list numbers 354 species and varieties in order to maximize success in finding these 

species commercially, and to provide high species diversity for each planting project. Appendix 
II lists the names and contact information for some commercial and not-for-profit nurseries 
where these species may be obtained. When selecting plant material for a particular project, it is 
important to obtain plants from local growers. Native plant material collected (usually seeds) and 
grown locally are better adapted to the climate and soils of our area, which will maximize the 
success of establishment. A standard rule-of-thumb when searching for a nursery or commercial 
grower is to look within a 100 mile radius from where your project is located. 

 
The column headings for this list of “Habit & Duration” (e.g., habit = deciduous tree, 

broad-leaf herb; duration = annual, perennial), “Wetland Indicator Status” (see acronym 
definitions below), and “Habitat” (self explanatory) are given here to provide guidance in 
selecting plant species. For example, a project site containing the physical characteristics of: 
poorly drained soils adjacent to a freshwater non-tidal stream, with a State requirement, or a 
desire by the landowner to plant trees and shrubs, the following species would then be suitable 
for buffer establishment: green ash [Fraxinus pensylvanica, (deciduous tree, FACW indicator 
status, moist to poorly drained soils)], and smooth alder [Alnus serrulata, (deciduous shrub, OBL 
indicator status, edges of creeks and river banks, floodplains)]. 

 

This list is arranged alphabetically by scientific name. Nomenclature for both scientific 
and common names follows McAvoy and Bennett, Flora of Delaware, an annotated checklist, 
2001, Delaware Natural Heritage Program. Synonyms are provided in parentheses where 
appropriate. Wetland Indicator Status is based on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National 
Wetland Inventory, 1996: FAC (facultative) = a plant that is equally likely to occur in wetlands 
or non-wetlands (34 - 66% of the time); FACW (facultative wet) = a plant that usually occurs in 
wetlands (67 - 99% of the time), but occasionally found in non-wetlands; OBL (obligate)  = a 
plant that occurs almost always (> 99% of the time) under natural conditions in wetlands; UPL 
(upland) = a plant that occurs almost always (> 99% of the time) under natural conditions in non-
wetlands.
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Acer rubrum red maple deciduous tree FAC Moist to poorly drained 
soils 

Agalinis purpurea large-purple false-foxglove annual broad-leaf herb FACW- Old fields, powerlines, 
swales 

Ageratina altissima (Eupatorium rugosum) rough thoroughwort perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Open woods, moist 
edges 

Agrostis hyemalis winter bentgrass perennial grass FAC Moist meadows 
Agrostis perennans perennial bentgrass perennial grass FACU Open woods, low 

ground 
Aletris farinosa white-tubed colicroot perennial broad-leaf herb FAC Moist sandy woods and 

swales 
Alisma subcordatum broadleaf water-plantain perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Shallow water of 

streams, ditches and 
swales 

Alnus serrulata smooth alder deciduous shrub OBL Edges of creeks and 
river banks, floodplains 

Amelanchier arborea downy shadbush deciduous tree FAC- Moist soils 
Amelanchier canadensis oblong-leaf shadbush deciduous shrub FAC Moist woods, fields, 

edges 
Andropogon gerardii big bluestem perennial grass UPL Sandy soils, old fields, 

edges 
Andropogon glomeratus bushy bluestem perennial grass FACW+ Wet open swales 
Andropogon gyrans (Andropogon elliottii) beardgrass perennial grass UPL Pine woods, dry open 

ground 
Andropogon ternarius silver bluestem perennial grass FACU Sandy soils, dunes 
Andropogon virginicus broom-sedge perennial grass UPL Old fields, roadsides, 

edges, dry soils 
Apios americana American groundnut perennial herbaceous vine FACW Poorly drained to moist 

soils 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Apocynum cannabinum clasping-leaf dogbane perennial broad-leaf herb FACU Old fields, thickets, 
roadsides 

Aristida dichotoma three-awn annual grass UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Aristida longespica long-spiked three-awn annual grass UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Aristida oligantha prairie three-awn annual grass UPL Dry open soils 
Aristida purpurascens purple needlegrass perennial grass UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Aronia arbutifolia (Pyrus arbutifolia) red chokeberry deciduous shrub FACW Swamps, wet thickets, 

edges 
Asclepias amplexicaulis clasping milkweed perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Asclepias incarnata swamp milkweed perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Wet meadows and 

marshes 
Asclepias syriaca common milkweed perennial broad-leaf herb FACU- Old fields, thickets, 

roadsides 
Asclepias tuberosa butterfly milkweed perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Asclepias viridiflora green milkweed perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Aureolaria virginica downy false-foxglove perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Thin dry woods, edges 
Baccharis halimifolia groundsel tree deciduous shrub FACW Edges of brackish 

marshes and 
saltmarshes 

Baptisia tinctoria indigo bush perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Bidens coronata tickseed sunflower annual broad-leaf herb OBL Fresh and brackish tidal 
marshes 

Boehmeria cylindrica false nettle perennial broad-leaf herb FACW+ Swamps, floodplains, 
marshes 

Calamagrostis coarctata (Calamagrostis cinnoides) rhizomatous reedgrass perennial grass OBL Wet swales, open 
swamps 

Carex abscondita thicket sedge perennial sedge FAC Moist woods and 
floodplains 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Carex annectens yellow-fruited sedge perennial sedge FACW Roadsides, ditches, wet 
swales, wet woods 

Carex caroliniana sedge perennial sedge FACU Sandy soils, meadows, 
open woods 

Carex cephalophora oval-leaved sedge perennial sedge FACU Meadows, thin woods, 
thickets, edges 

Carex comosa bristly sedge perennial sedge OBL Fresh water tidal and 
nontidal marshes 

Carex complanata sedge perennial sedge FACU Moist to dry woods 
Carex crinita symmetrical fringed sedge perennial sedge OBL Poorly drained to moist 

soils 
Carex debilis white-edge sedge perennial sedge FAC Moist to wet woods 
Carex festucacea fescue sedge perennial sedge FAC Moist woods and low 

ground 
Carex glaucodea (Carex flaccosperma var. glaucodea) sedge perennial sedge UPL Moist open woods, 

thickets, meadows 
Carex intumescens bladder sedge perennial sedge FACW+ Poorly drained to moist 

soils 
Carex laevivaginata smooth-sheath sedge perennial sedge OBL Poorly drained to moist 

soils 
Carex longii greenish-white sedge perennial sedge UPL Dry sandy soils and 

mesic woods 
Carex lupulina hop sedge perennial sedge OBL Open, poorly drained 

soils and swamps 
Carex lurida shallow sedge perennial sedge OBL Swamps, wet woods 

and ditches 
Carex muehlenbergii Muhlenberg's nerveless sedge perennial sedge UPL Dry woods and thickets 
Carex nigromarginata black-edge sedge perennial sedge UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Carex pensylvanica Pennsylvania sedge perennial sedge UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Carex scoparia pointed broom sedge perennial sedge FACW Wet woods 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Carex seorsa weak stellate sedge perennial sedge FACW Poorly drained to moist 
soils 

Carex stipata stalk-grain sedge perennial sedge OBL Wet meadows, seeps 
and floodplains 

Carex striata (Carex walteriana) Walter's sedge perennial sedge OBL Poorly drained swales, 
depressions and 
swamps 

Carex stricta tussock sedge perennial sedge OBL Wet meadows and 
swamps 

Carex swanii Swan's sedge perennial sedge FACU Dry to moist woods and 
thickets 

Carex tonsa shaved sedge perennial sedge UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Carex tribuloides blunt broom sedge perennial sedge FACW+ Poorly drained to moist 
soils 

Carex umbellata hidden sedge perennial sedge UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Carex vulpinoidea fox sedge perennial sedge OBL Ditches, swales, edges 
Carpinus caroliniana ironwood deciduous tree FAC Banks of creeks and 

streams, edges, thin 
woods 

Carya alba (Carya tomentosa) mockernut hickory deciduous tree UPL Moist soils 
Carya glabra pignut hickory deciduous tree FACU- Moist soils 
Carya pallida sand hickory deciduous tree UPL Sandy woods and edges 
Celtis occidentalis common hackberry deciduous tree FACU Moist to dry sandy soils 
Cephalanthus occidentalis buttonbush deciduous shrub OBL Marshes and wet 

meadows 
Chamaecrista fasciculata (Cassia fasciculata) partridge pea annual broad-leaf herb FACU Dry soils, roadsides, old 

fields 
Chamaecrista nictitans (Cassia nictitans) wild sensitive plant annual broad-leaf herb UPL Dry soils, roadsides, old 

fields 
Chamaecyparis thyoides Atlantic white cedar evergreen tree OBL Poorly drained to moist 

soils 
Chasmanthium laxum slender spikegrass perennial grass FAC Moist woods 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Chelone glabra white turtlehead perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Swamps, seeps and wet 
meadows 

Chionanthus virginicus fringe tree deciduous tree FAC+ Moist soils 
Chrysopsis mariana Maryland golden aster perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Cicuta maculata spotted water-hemlock perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Swamps and freshwater 

marshes 
Cinna arundinacea stout wood reedgrass perennial grass FACW Moist woods 
Cirsium horridulum yellow thistle biennial broad-leaf herb FACU- Primarily coastal areas, 

sandy soils, brackish 
and salt marsh edges 

Clematis virginiana Virginia virgin's-bower PHV FAC Thin woods, thickets, 
roadsides 

Clethra alnifolia sweet pepperbush deciduous shrub FAC+ Poorly drained to moist 
soils 

Comptonia peregrina sweet fern deciduous shrub UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Conoclinium coelestinum (Eupatorium coelestinum) blue boneset perennial broad-leaf herb FAC Moist edges, old fields, 
grasslands 

Cornus amomum silky dogwood deciduous shrub FACW Swamps, wet meadows, 
marshes 

Cornus florida flowering dogwood deciduous shrub FACU- Thin woods, edges, and 
thickets 

Crataegus crus-galli cockspur hawthorn deciduous shrub FACU Thickets, old fields, low 
ground, floodplains 

Crataegus pruinosa hawthorn deciduous shrub UPL Old fields, edges, thin 
woods 

Crataegus uniflora dwarf hawthorn deciduous shrub UPL Moist to dry sandy soils 
Cyperus erythrorhizos red-root flatsedge annual sedge FACW+ Poorly drained 

depressions, swales, 
marshes and wet 
meadows 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Cyperus lupulinus (Cyperus filiculmis) slender flatsedge perennial sedge UPL Sandy woods and 
fields, roadsides 

Cyperus odoratus rusty flatsedge annual sedge FACW Marshes, wet meadows, 
ditches 

Cyperus pseudovegetus green flatsedge perennial sedge FACW Ditches, swales, edges 
Cyperus strigosus straw-colored flatsedge perennial sedge FACW Marshes, wet meadows, 

ditches 
Danthonia sericea silky oatgrass perennial grass FACU Dry open sandy woods 
Danthonia spicata poverty oatgrass perennial grass UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Dennstaedtia punctilobula hay-scented fern fern UPL Dry to moist woods, 

will grow in sun 
Desmodium laevigatum smooth tick-trefoil perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Desmodium marilandicum Maryland tick-trefoil perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Desmodium nuttallii Nuttall's tick-trefoil perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Desmodium paniculatum narrow-leaf tick-trefoil perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Desmodium rotundifolium prostrate tick-trefoil perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Moist to dry open 

woods, thickets and 
fields 

Desmodium viridiflorum velvety tick-trefoil perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Dichanthelium clandestinum (Panicum clandestinum) deer-tongue witch grass perennial grass FAC+ Clearings, edges, 
roadsides, thin woods 

Dichanthelium scoparium (Panicum scoparium) broom witch grass perennial grass FACW Wet swales, open 
swamps and floodplains 

Dioscorea villosa yellow yam perennial herbaceous vine FAC+ Moist woods, swamps 
and edges 

Diospyros virginiana persimmon deciduous tree FAC- Wet and dry woods, 
thickets, fields 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Doellingeria umbellata (Aster umbellatus) flat-top white aster perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Edges of swamps and 
marshes, low ground 

Eleocharis obtusa blunt spike-rush annual sedge OBL Wet swales and ditches 
Eleocharis quadrangulata squarestem spike-rush perennial sedge OBL Open, poorly drained 

soils and fresh water 
tidal marshes 

Eleocharis tuberculosa long-tubercled spike-rush perennial sedge OBL Swales and ditches 
Elephantopus nudatus smooth elephant-foot perennial broad-leaf herb FAC Sandy soils 
Elymus virginicus Virginia wild-rye perennial grass FACW- Mesic to poorly drained 

soils, edges of streams 
and floodplains, sun to 
partial shade 

Epilobium coloratum purple-leaf willow-herb perennial broad-leaf herb FACW+ Wet meadows, seeps 
Equisetum arvense field horsetail fern FAC Wet meadows, swales, 

ditches 
Eragrostis capillaris tiny love-grass annual grass UPL Open  woods and dry 

sandy soils 
Eragrostis hirsuta big-top love-grass perennial grass UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Eragrostis pectinacea Carolina love-grass annual grass FAC Fields and disturbed 

soils 
Eragrostis refracta meadow love-grass perennial grass FACW Wet meadows 
Eragrostis spectabilis purple love-grass perennial grass UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Erigeron philadelphicus Philadelphia fleabane perennial broad-leaf herb FACU Open woods, fields, 

edges, roadsides 
Euonymus americanus strawberry bush deciduous shrub FAC Woods 
Eupatorium album white thoroughwort perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Sandy woods, edges 

and roadsides 
Eupatorium capillifolium small dog-fennel thoroughwort perennial broad-leaf herb FACU- Old fields, roadsides, 

powerlines, edges 
Eupatorium hyssopifolium hyssop-leaf thoroughwort perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Roadsides, old fields 
Eupatorium leucolepis white-bract thoroughwort perennial broad-leaf herb FACW+ Poorly drained swales 

and wet meadows 



Appendix J 

 9

Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Eupatorium perfoliatum common boneset perennial broad-leaf herb FACW+ Swales, wet meadows, 
marshes 

Eupatorium pilosum (Eupatorium rotundifolium var. saundersii) vervain thoroughwort perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Eupatorium pubescens (Eupatorium rotundifolium var. ovatum) hairy boneset perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Eupatorium rotundifolium roundleaf thoroughwort perennial broad-leaf herb FAC- Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Euphorbia corollata flowering spurge perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Fields, roadsides, 
thickets 

Euthamia graminifolia grassleaf goldenrod perennial broad-leaf herb FAC Moist swales and wet 
meadows 

Euthamia tenuifolia slender fragrant goldenrod perennial broad-leaf herb FACU Dry sandy fields, moist 
swales and meadows 

Eutrochium dubium (Eupatorium dubium) Joe-pye thoroughwort perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Swamps, stream banks, 
wet meadows 

Eutrochium fistulosum (Eupatorium fistulosum) hollow Joe-pye weed perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Swamps, stream banks, 
wet meadows 

Fagus grandifolia American beech deciduous tree FACU Moist soils 
Festuca rubra red fescue perennial grass FACU Moist disturbed soils, 

brackish marshes and 
swales 

Fraxinus pennsylvanica green ash deciduous tree FACW Moist to poorly drained 
soils 

Fraxinus profunda pumpkin ash deciduous tree OBL Poorly drained to moist 
soils 

Galactia regularis eastern milkpea perennial herbaceous vine UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Galactia volubilis downy milkpea perennial herbaceous vine UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Galium pilosum hairy bedstraw perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Thin dry sandy woods 
and thickets 

Galium pilosum hairy bedstraw perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Thin dry sandy woods 
and thickets 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Gaylussacia baccata black huckleberry deciduous shrub FACU Dry sandy woods 
Gaylussacia frondosa dangle-berry deciduous shrub FAC Moist to dry sandy 

woods 
Gentiana catesbaei Elliott's gentian perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Moist meadows and 

edges 
Gentiana saponaria soapwort gentian perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Moist meadows and 

edges 
Geranium carolinianum Carolina crane's-bill annual broad-leaf herb UPL Fields, roadbanks, open 

woods 
Geum canadense white avens perennial broad-leaf herb FACU+ Moist woods, thickets 

and edges 
Gnaphalium obtusifolium fragrant cudweed annual broad-leaf herb UPL Old fields, edges 
Gratiola pilosa shaggy hedge-hyssop perennial broad-leaf herb FACU Open moist sandy soils 
Hamamelis virginiana American witch-hazel deciduous shrub FACU+ Thin woods, edges, and 

thickets 
Helenium autumnale common sneezeweed perennial broad-leaf herb FACW+ Fresh water tidal 

marshes 
Helenium flexuosum (Helenium mudiflorum) purple headed sneezeweed perennial broad-leaf herb FAC- Moist roadsides, wet 

meadows 
Helianthus angustifolius swamp sunflower perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Moist sandy/peaty 

swales and powerlines 
Helianthus giganteus tall sunflower perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Wet meadows, tidal 

marshes 
Heterotheca subaxillaris camphorweed golden-aster annual broad-leaf herb UPL Dry sandy fields, 

roadsides, coastal dunes 
Hibiscus moscheutos swamp rosemallow perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Fresh and brackish 

marshes 
Hieracium gronovii hairy hawkweed perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Hieracium scabrum rough hawkweed perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry woods, sandy soils, 

pastures, edges 
Hieracium venosum rattlesnake hawkweed perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Hordeum jubatum foxtail barley perennial grass FAC Disturbed areas, edges, 
old fields, roadsides, 
ditches 

Hordeum pusillum little barley annual grass FAC Saltmarshes, beaches, 
disturbed ground 

Hudsonia tomentosa beach-heather evergreen shrub UPL Coastal dunes, dry 
sandy soils 

Hypericum crux-andreae (Hypericum stans) St. Peter's-wort deciduous shrub FACU Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Hypericum punctatum common St. John's-wort perennial broad-leaf herb FAC- Open woods, swamps, 
edges of marshes 

Hypericum stragulum (Ascyrum hypericoides var. multicaule) decumbent St. Andrew's cross deciduous shrub UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Ilex glabra ink-berry evergreen shrub FAC+ Moist sandy woods and 
open swales 

Ilex opaca American holly evergreen tree FACU Moist sandy woods and 
swamps 

Ilex verticillata winterberry holly deciduous shrub FACW+ Moist woods, swamps 
and edges 

Impatiens capensis spotted jewel-weed annual broad-leaf herb FACW Open swamps, seeps, 
wet meadows, marshes 

Iris versicolor blueflag iris perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Fresh water marshes 
and swamps 

Itea virginica Virginia willow deciduous shrub OBL Poorly drained to moist 
soils 

Iva frutescens southern marsh elder deciduous shrub FACW+ Edges of brackish 
marshes and 
saltmarshes 

Juglans nigra black walnut deciduous tree FACU Moist woods, 
floodplains, edges 

Juncus acuminatus sharp-fruit rush perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Swamps, ditches and 
moist swales 

Juncus biflorus grassleaf rush perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Poorly drained swales 
and wet meadows 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Juncus canadensis Canada rush perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Wet meadows and 
swales 

Juncus coriaceus leathery rush perennial broad-leaf herb FACW+ Moist woods 
Juncus debilis weak rush perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Moist sandy/peaty 

swales 
Juncus dichotomus forked rush perennial broad-leaf herb FACW- Poorly drained swales 

and wet meadows 
Juncus effusus smooth rush perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Wet meadows and 

swales 
Juncus scirpoides round-head rush perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Poorly drained swales 

and wet meadows 
Juniperus virginiana red cedar evergreen tree UPL Coastal dunes, old 

fields, edges, mesic to 
dry soils 

Kalmia latifolia mountain laurel evergreen shrub FACU Moist to dry woods 
Kosteletzkya virginica Virginia sea-shore mallow perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Brackish marshes 
Lechea maritima pinweed perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Coastal dunes, dry 

sandy soils 
Lechea mucronata (Lechea villosa) hairy pinweed perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Sandy soils 
Lechea racemulosa pinweed perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Sandy soils, coastal 

dunes 
Lespedeza angustifolia narrowleaf bush-clover perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Lespedeza capitata round-head bush-clover perennial broad-leaf herb FACU- Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Lespedeza hirta hairy bush-clover perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Open sandy soils 
Lespedeza intermedia wand bush-clover perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Lespedeza procumbens trailing bush-clover perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Lespedeza repens creeping bush-clover perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Lespedeza stuevei tall bush-clover perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Lespedeza violacea violet bush-clover perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

soils 
Lespedeza virginica slender bush-clover perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Leucothoe racemosa  fetterbush deciduous shrub FACW Poorly drained to moist 

soils 
Lilium superbum Turk's cap lily perennial broad-leaf herb FACW+ Moist woods and 

swamps and wet 
meadows and edges 

Linum medium wild flax perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Moist to dry sandy 
soils, fields and thickets 

Linum striatum ridged yellow flax perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Wet meadows 
Linum virginianum Virginia flax perennial broad-leaf herb FACU Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Liquidambar styraciflua sweet gum deciduous tree FAC Poorly drained to dry 

soils 
Liriodendron tulipifera tuliptree deciduous tree FACU Moist woods 
Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal flower perennial broad-leaf herb FACW+ Swamps and freshwater 

marshes 
Lobelia inflata Indian-tobacco annual broad-leaf herb FACU Old fields, roadsides 
Lobelia puberula downy lobelia perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Old fields, roadsides, 

dry open woods, wet 
meadows 

Lonicera sempervirens trumpet honeysuckle woody vine UPL Canopy gaps in moist 
and dry woods, thickets 
and edges 

Ludwigia alternifolia bushy seedbox perennial broad-leaf herb FACW+ Wet meadows, swales, 
ditches 

Ludwigia linearis narrow-leaf seedbox perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Moist sandy/peaty 
swales 

Ludwigia sphaerocarpa globe-fruited false-loosestrife perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Wet meadows, swales, 
ditches 

Luzula bulbosa southern wood rush perennial broad-leaf herb FACU Sandy woods, thickets, 
edges, roadsides 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Luzula echinata wood rush perennial broad-leaf herb FACU Moist soils 
Lycopus americanus American bugleweed perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Floodplains and 

swamps, wet meadows 
Lycopus rubellus taperleaf bugleweed perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Wet meadows, seeps, 

floodplain swamps 
Lycopus uniflorus northern bugleweed perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Floodplains and 

swamps, wet meadows 
Lycopus virginicus Virginia bugleweed perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Floodplains and 

swamps, wet meadows 
Lyonia ligustrina maleberry deciduous shrub FACW Swamps, wet thickets, 

edges 
Lysimachia quadrifolia whorled loosestrife perennial broad-leaf herb FACU- Sandy woods and 

clearings 
Lysimachia terrestris swamp loosestrife perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Swales, swamps 
Lythrum lineare narrow loosestrife perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Within and along edges 

of brackish marshes 
Magnolia virginiana sweetbay magnolia deciduous tree FACW+ Poorly drained to moist 

soils 
Malus angustifolia (Pyrus angustifolia) southern crabapple deciduous tree UPL Woods, thickets, coastal 

sands 
Malus coronaria (Pyrus coronaria) sweet crabapple deciduous tree UPL Old fields, thickets, 

river banks 
Medeola virginiana Indian cucumber-root perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Moist woods 
Mikania scandens climbing hempweed perennial herbaceous vine FACW+ Moist woods, swamps 

and edges 
Mimulus alatus sharp-wing monkeyflower perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Seeps, stream banks, 

wet meadows, swamps, 
floodplains 

Mimulus ringens square-stem monkeyflower perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Meadows, marshes, 
stream banks 

Monarda punctata horsemint perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Sandy soils, old fields, 
roadsides 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Myrica cerifera southern bayberry deciduous shrub FAC Edges of brackish 
marshes, mesic to 
poorly drained soils, 
wet woods 

Myrica pensylvanica northern bayberry deciduous shrub FAC Moist to dry sandy soils 
Nuttallanthus canadensis (Linaria canadensis) old-field toadflax annual broad-leaf herb UPL Open sandy soils 
Nyssa biflora swamp black gum deciduous tree FACW+ Poorly drained to moist 

soils 
Nyssa sylvatica black gum deciduous tree FAC Woods 
Oenothera biennis common evening primrose perennial broad-leaf herb FACU- Old fields, edges, 

roadsides 
Oenothera fruticosa narrow-leaf sundrops perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Open woods and fields 
Opuntia humifusa eastern prickly-pear cactus perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Coastal dunes, open 

sandy woodlands 
Osmunda cinnamomea cinnamon fern fern FACW Swamps, floodplains, wet 

woods 
Oxypolis rigidior stiff cowbane perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Swamps and freshwater 

marshes 
Packera tomentosa (Senecio tomentosus) woolly groundsel perennial broad-leaf herb FACU Moist open woods and 

roadsides 
Panicum amarum (Panicum amarulum) panic beachgrass perennial grass UPL Coastal dunes and sand 

within the Inland Bays 
Panicum rigidulum (Panicum agrostoides) panic grass perennial grass FACW+ Swales, depressions, 

marshes, wet woods 
Panicum virgatum tall switch panic grass perennial grass UPL Dry or moist sandy 

soils, beaches and 
shores, high brackish 
marshes, freshwater 
swales 

Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia creeper woody vine FACU Edges and thickets 
Paspalum floridanum Florida paspalum perennial grass FACW Roadsides 
Paspalum laeve field paspalum perennial grass FAC+ Open soils 
Paspalum setaceum slender paspalum perennial grass FACU+ Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Penstemon digitalis tall white beard-tongue perennial broad-leaf herb FAC Meadows, roadsides 
Pinus echinata shortleaf pine evergreen tree UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Pinus rigida pitch pine evergreen tree FACU Dry sandy soils along 

the coast, inner dunes 
Pinus serotina pond pine evergreen tree OBL Poorly drained to moist 

soils 
Pinus taeda loblolly pine evergreen tree FAC Poorly drained to mesic 

woods along the coast 
and inland 

Pinus virginiana Virginia pine evergreen tree UPL Sandy woods, edges, 
old fields 

Piptochaetium avenaceum (Stipa avenacea) blackseed needlegrass perennial grass UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Pluchea foetida stinking camphorweed perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Along edges of 
brackish marshes 

Pluchea odorata (Pluchea purpurascens) saltmarsh fleabane annual broad-leaf herb OBL Within and along edges 
of brackish marshes 

Polygonatum biflorum common Solomon's-seal perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Moist or dry woodlands 
Polygonum hydropiperoides mild water-pepper perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Marshes, wet meadows, 

swales, depressions 
Polygonum pensylvanicum Pennsylvania smartweed annual broad-leaf herb FACW Marshes, wet meadows, 

ditches 
Polygonum punctatum dotted smartweed perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Tidal and nontidal 

marshes, swales, stream 
banks 

Polygonum sagittatum arrow-leaved tearthumb annual broad-leaf herb OBL Marshes and wet 
meadows 

Populus heterophylla swamp cottonwood deciduous tree OBL Open swamps, 
depressions 

Potentilla canadensis Canada cinquefoil perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry open woods and 
fields 



Appendix J 

 17

Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Potentilla simplex old-field cinquefoil perennial broad-leaf herb FACU- Dry woods, fields, 
meadows, roadsides 

Prenanthes serpentaria lion's-foot perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Sandy soils and open 
woods 

Prenanthes trifoliolata three-leaved rattlesnake root perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Sandy soils and open 
woods 

Prunus americana American plum deciduous shrub FACU- Thickets, meadows, 
open woods 

Prunus maritima beach plum deciduous shrub UPL Coastal dunes and sand 
within the Inland Bays 

Prunus serotina wild black cherry deciduous tree FACU Woods, edges, old 
fields 

Pteridium aquilinum northern bracken fern fern UPL Dry soils, sandy woods, 
edges, will grow in sun 

Pycnanthemum setosum awned mountain-mint perennial broad-leaf herb FACU Powerlines, roadsides, 
old fields 

Pycnanthemum tenuifolium slender mountain-mint perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Powerlines, roadsides, 
old fields 

Pyrrhopappus carolinianus Carolina false-dandelion annual broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Quercus alba white oak deciduous tree FACU Dry to moist soils 
Quercus coccinea scarlet oak deciduous tree UPL Moist soils 
Quercus falcata southern red oak deciduous tree FACU- Dry to mesic sandy 

soils and woods 
Quercus marilandica blackjack oak deciduous tree UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Quercus michauxii swamp chestnut oak deciduous tree FACW Swampy woods 
Quercus nigra water oak deciduous tree FAC Moist sandy thin woods 
Quercus palustris pin oak deciduous tree FACW Swamps and wet woods 
Quercus phellos willow oak deciduous tree FAC+ Swamps and wet woods 
Quercus stellata post oak deciduous tree UPL Moist to dry sandy soils 
Quercus velutina black oak deciduous tree UPL Moist soils 
Rhexia mariana Maryland meadow beauty perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Wet meadows, ditches 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Rhexia virginica Virginia meadow beauty perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Sandy/peaty swales 

Rhododendron atlanticum dwarf azalea deciduous shrub FAC Moist sandy woods and 
edges 

Rhododendron periclymenoides (Rhododendron nudiflorum) pink azalea deciduous shrub FAC Thin woods, edges, and 
thickets 

Rhododendron viscosum swamp azalea deciduous shrub FACW+ Poorly drained to moist 
soils 

Rhus copallinum winged sumac deciduous shrub FACU- Thickets, old fields, 
edges, inner dunes and 
sandy soils along the 
coast 

Rhynchospora capitellata brownish beakrush perennial sedge OBL Swales, wet meadows 
Rosa palustris swamp rose deciduous shrub OBL Freshwater tidal and 

nontidal scrub-shrub 
wetlands 

Rudbeckia hirta black-eyed Susan perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Old fields, roadside 
edges 

Sabatia angularis square-stemmed rose pink annual broad-leaf herb FAC+ Moist fields, roadsides, 
open woods 

Sabatia stellaris sea pink annual broad-leaf herb FACW+ Within and along edges 
of brackish marshes 

Saccharum brevibarbe var. contortum (Erianthus contortus) bent-awn plume grass perennial grass UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Saccharum coarctatum (Erianthus coarctatus) bunched plume grass perennial grass UPL Wet swales, ditches, 
poorly drained 
depressions 

Saccharum giganteum (Erianthus giganteus) giant plume grass perennial grass FACW+ Wet swales, meadows, 
Coastal plain seasonal 
ponds 

Salix humilis tall prairie willow deciduous shrub UPL Dry thickets, sterile 
soils, edges 

Salix nigra black willow deciduous tree FACW+ Marshes, wet meadows, 
ditches 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Salvia lyrata lyre-leaf sage perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Old fields and meadows 
Sambucus canadensis common elderberry deciduous shrub FACW Open swamps and 

seeps 
Sassafras albidum sassafras deciduous tree FACU- Woods, edges, old 

fields 
Saururus cernuus lizard's tail perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Swamps and freshwater 

marshes 
Schizachyrium scoparium (Andropogon scoparius)  little bluestem perennial grass UPL Dry open sandy soils 

and dunes 
Schoenoplectus americanus (Scirpus americanus) Olney's three-square perennial sedge OBL Fresh and brackish tidal 

marshes 
Schoenoplectus pungens (Scirpus pungens) three-square perennial sedge FACW+ Within and along edges 

of brackish marshes 
Schoenoplectus robustus (Scirpus robustus) saltmarsh bulrush perennial sedge OBL Brackish and 

saltmarshes 
Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani (Sscirpus validus) long-stem bulrush perennial sedge OBL Fresh water tidal 

marshes, wet meadows 
Scirpus cyperinus wool-grass bulrush perennial sedge FACW+ Poorly drained 

depressions, swales and 
wet meadows 

Scirpus georgianus Georgia bulrush perennial sedge OBL Wet meadows, ditches 
Senna hebecarpa (Cassia hebecarpa) wild senna perennial broad-leaf herb FAC Roadside banks and 

woods 
Sericocarpus asteroides (Aster paternus) stiff aster perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry woods and thickets 
Setaria parviflora (Setaria geniculata) bristly foxtail perennial grass FAC Saline soils along the 

coast 
Sisyrinchium angustifolium pointed blue-eyed-grass perennial broad-leaf herb FACW- Old fields and meadows 
Sisyrinchium atlanticum eastern blue-eyed-grass perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Moist open woods and 

swamps 
Sium suave hemlock water-parsnip perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Marshes and swamps 
Solidago bicolor white goldenrod perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 

soils 
Solidago canadensis var. scabra (Solidago altissima) rough Canada goldenrod perennial broad-leaf herb FACU- Old fields, roadside 

edges 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

Solidago erecta erect goldenrod perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry pine woods and 
sandy roadsides 

Solidago fistulosa pine barren goldenrod perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Moist sandy soils, 
swales, inner-dunes 
along coast 

Solidago nemoralis gray-stem goldenrod perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Solidago odora sweet goldenrod perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist open 
woods and edges 

Solidago puberula downy goldenrod perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Solidago rugosa rough-leaf goldenrod perennial broad-leaf herb FAC Swamps, wet woods, 
edges 

Solidago sempervirens seaside goldenrod perennial broad-leaf herb FACW Saltmarshes, coastal 
dunes, dry to moist 
sandy soils 

Sorghastrum nutans yellow Indian-grass perennial grass UPL Meadows and 
powerlines, old fields 

Spiraea tomentosa hardhack spiraea deciduous shrub FACW- Old fields, edges, 
meadows, wet thickets 

Sporobolus vaginiflorus sheathed dropseed annual grass UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Strophostyles helvula trailing wild-bean annual herbaceous vine FACU- Beaches, sand dunes, 
dry sandy soils 

Strophostyles umbellata pink wild-bean perennial herbaceous vine FACU Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Symphyotrichum patens (Aster patens) late purple aster perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry soils 
Symphyotrichum pilosum (Aster pilosus) hairy heath aster perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Fields, open woods, 

roadsides 
Symphyotrichum undulatum (Aster undulatus) clasping heart-leaved aster perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to mesic sandy 

woods and edges 
Symplocos tinctoria sweetleaf evergreen tree FAC+ Poorly drained to moist 

soils 
Tephrosia virginiana goat's-rue perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 
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Scientific Name Common Name Habit & Duration 
Wetland 
Indicator 

Status 
Habitat 

soils 
Teucrium canadense wild germander perennial broad-leaf herb FACW- Edges of saltmarshes 

and brackish marshes 
Thalictrum pubescens tall meadow-rue perennial broad-leaf herb FACW+ Swamps, floodplains, 

low woods and stream 
banks 

Triadenum virginicum marsh St. John's-wort perennial broad-leaf herb OBL Swamps and freshwater 
marshes 

Trichostema dichotomum forked blue-curls annual broad-leaf herb UPL Dry to moist sandy 
soils 

Tridens flavus purple-top perennial grass FACU Meadows, old fields, 
roadsides 

Triodanis perfoliata Venus'-looking-glass annual broad-leaf herb FAC Old fields and meadows 
Triplasis purpurea purple sandgrass annual grass UPL Coastal dunes, open 

sandy soils 
Tripsacum dactyloides northern gamagrass perennial grass FACW Saline soils, moist 

roadsides, ditches 
Ulmus americana American elm deciduous tree FACW- Moist to poorly drained 

soils 
Vaccinium corymbosum highbush blueberry deciduous shrub FACW- Swamps, wet thickets, 

edges 
Vaccinium pallidum (Vaccinium vacillans) early lowbush blueberry deciduous shrub UPL Dry to mesic soils and 

sandy woods 
Vaccinium stamineum squaw huckleberry deciduous shrub FACU Moist to dry sandy soils 
Verbena hastata blue vervain perennial broad-leaf herb FACW+ Wet meadows, ditches 
Verbena urticifolia white vervain annual broad-leaf herb UPL Moist woods, 

meadows, edges 
Verbesina occidentalis yellow crownbeard perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Edges of moist woods 
Vernonia noveboracensis New York ironweed perennial broad-leaf herb FACW+ Wet meadows, marshes, 

swales 
Viburnum dentatum southern arrow-wood deciduous shrub FAC Moist woods, swamps 

and edges 
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Wetland 
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Habitat 

Viburnum nudum possum-haw viburnum deciduous shrub OBL Poorly drained to moist 
soils 

Viburnum prunifolium smooth black-haw deciduous shrub FACU Moist woods, thickets, 
edges 

Yucca filamentosa common yucca perennial broad-leaf herb UPL Coastal dunes and dry 
sandy soils 



 

 

 


