DWAC Carrot Subcommittee: Status
Report

e Setting the table--




DWAC Carrot Subcommittee: Status
Report continued

* Asking the QUESTION:

 What are the priority wetland habitat types
that an incentive program should target?



Mlany Wetlands
Ve Have?

*25% of Delaware’s land areais
covered by wetlands

*320,000 acres identified

57 o] 3 tidal wetlands comprise
‘ / two-thirds
L’ ate’s wetlands
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Historic Wetland Loss

54% of Delaware’s wetland

acreage was lost
between 1780's and 1980's

Most historic loss due to

ditching and channelization
and direct conversion of
large forests to other uses




Estuarine Wetland
State Totals (in acres)
Emergent 72839

® Unconsohdated Shore 1,654
® Scrub-Sheub 705
nAguatic Bed 645

® Forested 153
Total Estuarine 75,996 acres

* Howetlands weve wertifiad a5 evthey

STUarne Of pabwstrine wetiands

Wates 2 of Oulawas '~ soz3)
Brdarrz232220

H2iceanc 721 :ME
Biscatec 70
Bvercesy
BSvenrcs 13

Totsl Watarss 320078 Acma

85% of nontidal ‘™"
wetlands are
forested

150,000

Palustrine Wetland
State Totals [ soe)
W Forested 206254

B SouShead 18434
Emegent 10938

® Unconsobdated Bettom 6,117

#Famed 679

= ASate Bed 131

BUnconsoldated Shoee 77
Total Palustrine 242,630 acres

M wetiundy were idenlified o ot
euuanne or paiuntrne wetlands




Gains and Losses to Wetlands by Type




DWAC Carrot Subcommittee: Status
Report continued

* Answering the QUESTION:

Subcommittee is recommending a focus on
forested habitats that contain wetland
complexes (such as Delmarva Bays and

headwater wetlands) as a priority for developing
and targeting incentives.



our State s wetlands\
f _are pri ftely owned.

1 i Landowners with wetlands on thelr proﬂerty
ook can serve as SteWards of i‘hese rich. natural
resources by volunta(lly enrollmg in .
T conservati’a’?s and restoratron opportumiqes
ke for their land. Everyone hasaroleto play m

e | .~ _wetland cdnservathn and everyonecan make
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What are some of the key components that
should be included in an incentive program?

EXAMPLES:

* Leverage existing state and federal programs

* Conservation NGOs participation and funding
* Be voluntary

* Program should have understandable criteria
* Provide for permanent protection

* Have a dedicated source of funding



Next Steps

Land
T he Nature &

Conservancy.

Conservation onservaricy .
Forum: Tools for ‘ «

Professional
Advisors
and

8 [ andowners

Tuesday, May 24, 2005
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Wilmington, DE
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Next Steps

Jim McCulley will consult with county and municipal land use
practitioners regarding the feasibility of implementing a “natural
resource protection incentive ordinance” which will include the
protection of high priority wetlands, rare species habitats and forest
resources.

The subcommittee will review the Agricultural Lands Preservation
model and evaluate how the lessons learned can be applied to the
now dormant Forestlands Preservation Program in providing
incentives for landowners to protect the state’s remaining forested
wetlands.

We will evaluate all carrot committee recommendations against the
Parkowski Points before bringing any recommendations forward to
the full committee.



Next Steps continued

* Continue to work on identifying existing studies within
Delaware and from surrounding states that document the
attitudes and opinions of private landowners concerning
the voluntary participation in conservation programs (aim
here is to increase participation rates) Sarah Cooksey will
lead this effort for the carrot committee.

* At the March meeting of the DWAC present up two to three
case study incentive approaches for consideration.

e Continue to coordinate with DNREC Conservation and
Restoration subcommittee.



